136                            INDIA  OF  MY   DREAMS

co-operation of the villagers. At the worst, an enter-
prising villager can collect the excreta and turn them
into wealth for himself. At present, this rich manure,
valued at lakhs of rupees, runs to waste every day,
fouls the air and brings disease into the bargain.

Village tanks are promiscuously used for bathing,
washing clothes, and drinking and cooking purposes..
Many village tanks are also used by cattle. Buffaloes
are often to be seen wallowing in them. The wonder
is that, in spite of this sinful misuse of village tanks,
villages have not been destroyed by epidemics. It is
the universal medical evidence that this neglect to
ensure purity of the water supply of villages is responsible
for many of the diseases suffered by the villagers.

This, it will be admitted, is a gloriously interesting
and instructive service, fraught with incalculable
benefit to the suffering humanity of India. I hope it
is clear from my description of the way in which the
problem should be tackled, that, given willing work-
ers who will wield the broom and the shovel with the
same ease and pride as the pen and the pencil, the
question of expense is almost wholly eliminated. All
the outlay that will be required is confined to a broom,
a basket, a shovel and a pick-axe, and possibly some
disinfectant. Dry ashes are, perhaps, as effective a
disinfectant as any that a chemist can supply.
Harijan, 8-2-'35

An ideal Indian village will be so constructed
as to lend itself to perfect sanitation. It will have cottages
with sufficient light and ventilation built of a material
obtainable within a radius of five miles of it. The
cottages will have courtyards enabling householders
to plant vegetables for domestic use and to house their